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THE CLAIMS 

1-10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for processing telephone numbers, comprising: 
an area code processor having 

means, responsive to called party information, for producing a list of telephone 
numbers, the list-producing means comprising: 
a telephone number database comprising 

dialing rules for fontiulating telephone numbers for use in making 
calls from one of a multinlicitv of geographic locations to 
another of the multiplicity of geographic locations : and 
a caller interface, in communication with a calling party and the area code 
processor, having 

means for monitoring call initiation signals, 

means, responsive to the monitoring means, for receiving called 

party information, and 
means, responsive to the producing means, for selecting a target 

telephone number from the list of telephone numbers. 

12. (Currently Amended) TheA n apparatus for processing telephone numbers jDLclaiiTL,LL 
^hgmm , comprising: 

an area code processor having 

means, responsive to called party infonnation, for producing a list of 
telephone numbers, comprising 

athe telephone number database fudJigLCornRrises comprising 
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a calling party dialing list ; and 
a caller interface, in comniuiiication witli a calling party and the area code processor, 
having 

means for monitoring call initiation signals, 

means, responsive to the monitoring means, for r e c e iving call e d party 
information, and 

means, responsive to the producing means, for selecting a target 
telephon e numb e r from th e list of t e l e phon e numbers , 
13. (Currently Amended) TheA n apparatus for processing telephone numbers r of claim 11, 
further comprising: 

an area code processor having 

m e ans, responsive to called party infomiation, for producing a list of 
tel e phone numbers; 

a caller interfac e , in communication with a calling party and th e ar e a cod e proce s sor, 
having 

means for monitoring call initiation signals, 

means, responsiv e to th e monitoring m e ans, for r e c e iving call e d party 

information, and 

means, responsive to the producing mean s , for s e l e cting a targ e t 
t e l e phone number from the list of telephone numbers; and 
means for associating identification information with the calling party. 
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14. (Original) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 13, wherein the 
identification information associated with the calling party comprises calling party location 
information. 

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 14, 
wherein the producing means is further responsive to the dialing rules, thea calling party dialing 
list, and the identification information associated with the calling party. 

16. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for processing telephone numbers, comprising: 
an area code processor having 

means, responsive to called party information, for producing a list of telephone 
numbers, the list-producing means comprising; 
a telephone number database comprising 

any of information on valid area codes, information on the 
geographical areas associated with valid area codes, 


dialing rules for fomiulat ing telepho iiejiimbers^ for use in 
making calls from one of a multiplicity of 
geographic lo cations to ano ther^)/ the multiplicity 
of geographic locations: and 
a caller interface, in communication with a calling party and the area code 
processor, having 

means for monitoring call initiation signals. 


information on valid exchanges within valid area 


codes, and information on geographical areas 


associated with valid exchanges; §nd 
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means, responsive to the monitoring means, for receiving called party 
information, and 

means, responsive to the producing means, for selecting a target telephone 
number from the list of telephone numbers. 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Original) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 16, wherein the 
telephone number database further comprises a calling party dialing list. 

19. (Original) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 16, wherein the 
telephone number database further comprises information on valid telephone numbers within 
valid exchanges. 

20. (Original) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 16, wherein the 
telephone number database further comprises information on the relationship of each of a 
plurality of area code service areas. 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for processing telephone numbers, comprising: 
an area code processor, and 

a caller interface, in communication with a calling party and the area code processor, 
having 

means for monitoring call initiation signals, and 

means, responsive to the monitoring means, for receiving called party information 
and calling party identification information. 
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wherein the area code processor comprises means, responsive to the called party 

identification information and dialing niles for fomiulating telephone numbers for 

.use,in.makiiij^calls_fi:o.m one of a.multij)li.city_ Q fAeO-giap_h^^^ 

of the multiplicity of geographic locations , for producing a target telephone 

number. 

24. (Original) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 23, wherein the 
calling party identification information includes calling party location information. 

25. (Original) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 23, wherein the 
producing means comprises a telephone number database. 

26. (Currently Amended) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 25, 
wherein the telephone number database comprises the dialing rules. 

27. (Original) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 26, wherein the 
telephone number database further comprises a calling party dialing list. 

28. (Currently Amended) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 27, 
wherein the producing means is further responsive to the dialing rules and the calling party 
dialing list. 

29. (Original) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 23, further 
comprising a call generator, in communication with the caller interface and a 
teleconununications network, having means for initiating a call to the target telephone number. 

30. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for processing telephone numbers, comprising: 

an area code processor having means, responsive to called party information^-and calling 
party identification informatio n^niLdiaLLQg-mle_§_ for fonTiu lalin^elei}ho.nQ 
n umbers forus e. i n maki nRcal 1 s fro mjpne.of a.multipJicitXJof-Acoff'aBhiQ 


Application No.: 10/090,004 8 Docket No.: 025965.1 01 -US03 

l o.c_ationsjp_anpjhex.ofjhe,multipli,citx^^^ Jocatio ns, for producing a 

list of telephone numbers; and 
a caller interface, in communication with a calling party and the area code processor, 
having 

means for monitoring call initiation signals, 

means, responsive to the monitoring means, for receiving the called party 
information and the calling party identification information, and 

means, responsive to the producing means, for selecting a target telephone 
number fi-om the list of telephone numbers. 

31. (Original) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 30, wherein the 
calling party identification information includes calling party location information. 

32. (Original) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 30, wherein the 
producing means comprises a telephone number database. 

33. (Currently Amended) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 32, 
wherein the telephone number database comprises the dialing rules. 

34. (Original) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 33, wherein the 
telephone number database further comprises a calling party dialing list. 

35. (Currently Amended) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 34, 
wherein the producing means is fiirther responsive to the dialing rules and the calling party 
dialing list. 

36. (Original) The apparatus for processing telephone numbers of claim 30, further 
comprising a call generator, in communication with the caller interface and a 
telecommunications network, having means for initiating a call to the target telephone number. 
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37-46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Currently Amended) A method for processing telephone numbers, comprising the steps 
of: 

monitoring call initiation signals from a calling party; 
receiving, responsive to the monitoring step, called party information; 
producing, responsive to the called party information, a list of telephone numbers, 
comprising the use of a telephone number database, 

wherein the telephone number database comprises dialing rules for formulating 
tele phone numbers for use in making calls from one of a multiplicity of 

geographic locations to another of the multiplicity of geographic 
locations. : and 

selecting, responsive to the producing step, a target telephone number from the list of 
telephone nimibers. 

48. (Currently Amended) A method for processing telephone numbers, comprising the steps 
of: 

monitoring call initiation signals from a calling party; 
receiving, responsive to the monitoring step, called party information; 
producing, responsive to the called party information and dialing rules for fonnulating 
MeghcHijUijunbers^ 


geographic locations to another of the multiplicity of geographic locations , a list 
of telephone numbers, comprising the use of a telephone number database, 
wherein the telephone number database comprises a calling party dialing list; and 
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selecting, responsive to the producing step, a target telephone number from the list of 
telephone numbers. 

49. (Currently Amended) A method for processing telephone numbers, comprising the steps 
of: 

monitoring call initiation signals from a calling party; 

receiving, responsive to the monitoring step, called party information; 

producing, responsive to the called party informatio n and dia lin g rules for formulating 

telephone numbers for use in making calls from one of a multiplicity of 

geographic locations to another of the multiplicitv of geographic locations , a list 

of telephone numbers; 
selecting, responsive to the producing step, a target telephone number from the list of 

telephone numbers; and 
associating identification information with the calling party. 

50. (Original) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 49, wherein the 
identification information associated with the calling party comprises calling party location 
information. 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 50, wherein 
the producing step is further responsive to dialing rules, a calling party dialing list, and the 
identification information associated with the calling party. 

52. (Currently Amended) A method for processing telephone numbers, comprising the steps 
of: 

monitoring call initiation signals from a calling party; 

receiving, responsive to the monitoring step, called party information; 
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producing, responsive to the called party information, a list of telephone numbers, 
comprising the use of a telephone number database, 

wherein the telephone number database comprises any of information on valid 
area codes, information on the geographical areas associated with valid 
area codes, information on valid exchanges within valid area codes, and 
information on geographical areas associated with valid exchanges , and 
dialing rules for fomiulating telephone numb ers for u se in making calls 
from one of a multinhcitv of geographic locations to another of the 
multiplicity of geogra phic locations, : and 
selecting, responsive to the producing step, a target telephone number from the list of 

telephone numbers. 

53. (Cancelled) 

54. (Original) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 52, wherein the 
telephone number database fiirther comprises a calling party dialing Ust. 

55. (Original) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 52, wherein the 
telephone number database further comprises information on valid telephone numbers within 
valid exchanges. 

56. (Original) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 52, wherein the 
telephone number database fiirther comprises information on the relationship of each of a 
plurality of area code services areas. 

57. (Cancelled) 

58. (Cancelled) 
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59. (Currently Amended) A method for processing telephone numbers, comprising the steps 
of: 

monitoring call initiation signals from a calling party; 

receiving, responsive to the monitoring step, called party information and calling party 
identification information; and 

producing, responsive to the called party information^-and-the calling party identification 
information, and dialing rules for formulating tele phone numbers for use 
in making calls from one of a multinlicitv of g eogra phic locations to another of 
the multiplicity of geog ra phic locations, a target telephone number. 

60. (Original) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 59, wherein the calling 
party identification information includes calling party location information. 

61 . (Original) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 59, wherein the 
producing step comprises the use of a telephone number database. 

62. (Currently Amended) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 61, wherein 
the telephone number database comprises the.dialing rules. 

63. (Original) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 62, wherein the 
telephone number database fiirther comprises a calling party dialing list. 

64. (Currently Amended) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 63, wherein 
the producing step is further responsive to the dialing rules and the calling party dialing list. 

65. (Original) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 59, further comprising 
the step of initiating a call to the target telephone number. 

66. (Currently Amended) A method for processing telephone numbers, comprising the steps 
of: 
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monitoring call initiation signals from a calling party; 

receiving, responsive to the monitoring step, called party information and calling party 
identification information; 

producing, responsive to the called party informationj^-aftd-the calling party identification 
information, ancLdiaLlinjLrujesJbLfo^^ teLep.h(mejiumb,ers_f^^^^ 
making calls from one of a multiplicity of geographic locations to another of the 
multiplicity of geographic locations, a list of telephone numbers; and 

selecting, responsive to the producing step, a target telephone number from the list of 
telephone numbers. 

67. (Original) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 66, wherein the calling 
party identification information includes calling party location information. 

68. (Original) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 66, wherein the 
producing step comprises the use of a telephone number database. 

69. (Currently Amended) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 68, wherein 
the telephone number database comprises the dialing rules. 

70. (Original) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 69, wherein the 
telephone number database fiirther comprises a calling party dialing list. 

71. (Currently Amended) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 70, wherein 
the producing step is further r esponsive to the dialing rules and the calling party dialing list. 

72. (Original) The method for processing telephone numbers of claim 66, fiirther comprising 
the step of initiating a call to the target telephone number. 


